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Hizh-Church-Man. : 


Charatterized in RefleRions on his Prin- 
_ ciples and Deſigns, 26063 
| 23. feb. 1697 | 


"JW T isan old Charge managed againſt many of the Church of Exglend, and 
has lately been revived ; namely, that either they are down-right Papiſts 
in their Hearts, and would not only be glad of,. but help forward the intro- 
duftion of the Romiſh Religion, or el{e'are poſſeſt of ſuch Principles and 

Opinions , as touch very near upon the Popith DotQtrines , being diffterenced 

from them but by a very {light diſtintion, and therefore are previouſly difpoſed 

and. prepared for an cas Reception of that ſuperſtition, whenever ——_— 
ſhall be offered of ſo doing : How far this aſſertion may be proved, and/agai 
whom, and on what grounds, is the buſineſs and enquiry of this Paper. 

The very Conſtitutions of the Church ir ſelf in its Offices, Ceremonies and ap- 
pointments have not-ſcaped ſome Mens cenſure, as being too groſs Reliques of 
and Borderers on the Romiſh Superſtition, but in my Opinion that 'Accuſat> 
on flies too high, and-in endeavouring to prove too much, fails of its'end, and 

es juſt nothing at all, ſuch an Attempt was-that of— a SeniZz Clirss in the 
time of Arch-Biſhop La«d, who upon what encouragement Iwill not ſuggeſt, 
wrote a Book to ſhew how how the Articles and Do&ttrines of the Church of Ez- 
gland might with a very little favour and candid conſtruction be reconciled ro 
the and intention of the Roman-Catholick , that for the moſt part they 

did only ditter in forma & modo loquendi,in the Phraſe and manner of Speech, but 

in ſubſtance were the ſame, and ſo a fair way toan Accommodation arid Union 

between Us and the Romaniſts was opened , which undertaking however abſurd 
and impoſſible, (ſince neither the Publick Conſtitution nor DoCtrines of our 

Church can be proved to be Popifſh, whatever either Diſſenters or Recuſants may 

wiſh or pretend.) Yet ſome TranſaCtions of thoſe times, as the particu- 

lar favour ſhewn to Romrſh Prieſts : the correſpondence held with 
the Eminent Perſons of the Roman Church and Court, do give juſt 
cauſe to ſuſpet, that ſince the Romiſbh Church cannot advance fo much as 
one ſtep towards an Union with us, nor depart from the leaſt tittle of her pre. 
tenſions in Spirituals ; ſome leading Men among us might be glad to'ftrain as 
far as they could, and gladly ſtand by and ſee themſelves proved good: Romen- 

Chatholicks in thoſe very Tenets and DotQtrines, which were deſigned to' be the 

Marks and CharaCters of true Proteſtants. But that Task being too'intricate for 
the greateſt ſubtilty to compaſs, it was impoſſible to effet this reconcilement 
without a nearer approach to Rozze ; and therefore we find ſome Opinidns ſtart- 
ed in thoſe rimes, and ſince owned by ſeveral Men in ours, as bid very fair for 
this Union, could theſe ſcurvy Roman:ſts advance but one pace towards it , and 
not leave us wholely tothe diſgrace of yielding, ?Tis not, I confeſs, criminal to- 
endeavour an Union with Rozx,. if they can be brought to renounce their -cor« ? 
ruptions , neither dq I believe 1t to. have meg intent. of any of our Prelatesto 
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condeſcend to all the Romiſb Superſtitions without diſtinQtion or exception ; but 
fancied that a bare external Unign , though there were no ſubſtantial 
agroctgns in DoQtrinal poings, would be of ſuch gregt e and profit to 
the Church, thatit would: h the while to ſhuflleftip” all Queſtions and 
Diſputes, - to givethe Rom inions the "faireſt coh 10n , and their own 
what poſſible Latitude they could, fo tocloſe up the breaches between us by 
lightly skinning over the ſores of that Church with a ſuperficial gloſs, and kind 
Interpretation, meezly toavqid the miſchief and unchargablenefgotya Schiſm , 
and 1n hopes they might ſome ume ar gther- hereafter, \ 1 ne) Diſpute 
was alle reform emfelves. N they who evertntertained project, 

or have Diſciples of thoſe by adhering to their Principles commonly paſs by 
the name of High-Chnrch-Men ; that is, Perſons principled in Religion above the 
ordinary Standard, Moderation or currant! Opinions, -but'afferting Aigher and ' 
ſtranger Dottrines then are either of common uſe, or within the reach of ordi- 
| nary capacities and proſpect. * * 
Gentleman who has long owned himſelt.fith an ege, and I queſtion not is 
proud of thecharaRer has lately publiſhed another Notion of the term ZighChugeh- 
;Man';.and that is, = Reformed Papift, an'expreſſion I believe he repents of by this 
-time becauſe of its great abſurdity : 'For the Word Paprft, fo plainly imports -dne 
who owns the Pope's A , infallibiliry and comequently whatever he 
Dodrinally teaches, that he whois ſo far reformed as todeny thoſe , (as every ' 
true Pr tis ) ammediately ceaſes to bea Papiſt, which is a denominatigqn 
anconfiftent with ſuch a Reforwation : Reformed atholick, indeed T have heard 
of, and Logicians uſually diſtinguiſh things under the fame Summum gens , (or 
| — ay" by 2 ſpecitical difference, as they call it; and never conjoya thoje 
es ſo as to hope that one ſhould Timit the ſignification of the other, 
which it totally takes away and deſtroys : So we ſay not a Rational Beaſt, when 
we wouldexpreſs a Mar, but a Rational Creature or Animal,, which word being 
common to both Mar and Beaſt , ( as Catholick is to Proteſtant and Papiſt ) is ap, 
plicable tq either, but to apply that difference of Reformed / which 1s made ule 
of todiftinguiſha Proteſtant from a Papiſt ) to a Papiſt from whom the Proteſtant 
is diſtinguiſhed by this very defference, ſo as to ſay a Proteſtant is a Reformed 
Papift, ( which terms immediately{deny one another) is as abſurd as to ſay a 
Man is a Rational Beaſt, or a Beeſt an Irrational Man: but enough of this; it was 
2 ventureſome ec n of his, by which he thought he woul Pogo a Para- 
dox to people and a muſe the Vulgar which He takes great pleaſurein doing) in 
the mean while laughing to himſelf as being ſecure of a handſom Expoſition 
whereby to.come off creditably with Schollars who underſtand the 4r:an7 and 
Labyrinths of Speech : However T ſhall take this advantage of his expreſion, to 
ſhew how -too near being a Papiff, and too little reformed he is ; who as an 
HighChurch:Man, ( inwhach quality he has always beeen reputed, docs either 
ioRoun judgment, or elſe implicitly in complaiſance to other embrace ſuch 
Opinions as want a ſecond Reformation. : 
1. Thetrue Proteſtant reſolves his Faith into the Authority of the Scriprures 
as baring\ Teſtimony to its ſelf to be Gods word by the evident marks of Gods. 
Holy Spirit which.are there viſible to every Reader» Together with the additio- 
nal proofsof the ordinary Grace, aſſiſtance and enlightning God affords to him 
who ſeriouſly attends wm and __ oo mage of it w_ to us at fo 
reat a diſtance of time ſrom its firſt promulgation, and the general acceptation 
m_ received as ſuch froma great part of Mankind, and therefore the Moral 
in ility ir ſhould be fiftitious, having ſo great an Authority of Hiſtory to 
vouch. it as that is : "to be plain ; the true Proteſtant gives this reaſon,why he is a 
_— iſt eGod's word = __ inſtrutts him fo to a eg he lev 
” _ the Scripturesto be God's word,becauſe it appears by its Heavenly Doftrine to 
-F pe renftiemcs and ſorHt ars mo convinced that it is ſo by a, 6 
particular light God has aſſiſted his reaſoning withal in the reading it, becaue 
5 . L 0. : 
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Dodtrint it contains , theugh contrary toFleſh and Flood lias moſt ſtrangely overcome all * 
. the difficulties which both They at'the Devil put in 05 Va and has beemypropagated * 
- down through all Acesover the face of the whole Eatth ; the try of all girpes baring 
- witneſs ro its Dottrinets'have been then what we ſee it now z, and this is the fare andonly 
Baſis and Foundation the Chriſtian has ro teſt his Fatith on, 5 

+ But now the #'; web» AMan, tells you that the Faith of the tnlearned Canna rely upon any 
ether Rees Anthoruy _ + uh expoundins to theny the ſubſtance of -a Chriftians 

1 100.0f the Original of all Plots. by 42 BET)" es WR 
| oe Ot reaſon that you muſt give of the hope that is in, j a, why you helieve and 
area Chriſtian, is, beeau the Charch {meaning the Clergy ) tells you ſo; and why are 
;the Clergy tobe-relied of#in -rhis caſe; is it only matter of Prudence, becauſe they are the 
- honeſteſt and Larnedeſt Men, or e, Whether they are fo or no, they arc inyeſted. with 
: ackwity 80 Jarn ARES propore my the People what they ought to believe, .and theſe 
. are 'obliged 'in Conſcience” to believe what they propoſe ; this is the yery reaſon ſaysthe 


\ All vhe Artictes of 'Faith' and all the neceſſary rules of Government are ſo clearly decitled ( that 
-is;''by the Authority-of the Church) that there is no room left for farther doubt about them, did 
Men but think_ it their duty' td ſubmit to rhe Churches (That is the Clergy's ) Authority, us © 
| maſt c2r2auir they Gng bt to do, >- 5 ros.. and again ; firce God has beet ſo gractous 46 to Continke 
(likewiſe a conftant Sucteſſion ana Authority in tus. Church for our direttian, Gra is, in-matrers of 
th, Joby fboald we not pay that duty which we owe to it,and make uſe of ſuch remedies as the wyſdom 
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oof God bas ordained to -11re7 thr diſſentions. Id pa . 110. =. 7-4 F iP 
.-,1 ifHere is plain! dealing +-God has left Authority in. the Clergy todirett us inmattersof 
Fairh, -whatwe muſt believe,” and what we muſt not believe ; an why ſhould met. we rely 
on the Clergy?*s determinations, on this 7 edge in Controverſies ;; 10 neceſſary wn theiGhurch <for 
determining, Queſtions, "(fays the Guide' in Controverſies) that God could not iniwiſclom, 
but ordain fech aſtandi R__ for quieting our diſſeytions, ( ſays the High-Churoh-Man.) 
How near Ir this Opinion is to that'oſthe Papsſs reſolving their Faith inrorthe An- 
thority of the Church and implicit believing needs no Guide in Controverſie to determine : I 
only remark, _ what cy ron ed Fx nevps to þe col the duty and oalhenrial of the 
QOnlearned, torely upon uthority of t ;, he next picks up courage enobgh to 
indefinitely, that *tis- moſt inly ate diy rib to the Churches Authori os 
of all ſticks not to ſay; Why d We not pay that duty,c. which- Word We in- 
cluding himſelf, muſt needs now be extended to the Learned themielves.and lay on:them alſo 
the fame Obligation as onthe meereſt Fools. 
« In the next place, the High-Charch-Man is not ſo unwiſe as to believe God's'W3/dom 
ſhould oblidge him to ſettle an ordinary Judge in the Church, and engage us to obey that, 
Judge , a d yet fail tim ſo fouly in rhis, as to leave this Judge in a capacity ofErring , and 
yetin full Authority to impoſe his Errors ; that canyot be : The Judge ( thatis the Church 
or Clergy ) thuſt needs therefore be 1 altble : and this DoCtrine of Inf allibility ; 1 only infer 
by confequence,l quote not the High-Church-Man for it ( though perhaps it were no difficult 
matter ſo ro do') bur aflert it to be the genuine: proper and immediate conſequence of the 
former Principle ; and fo much for 1-fall#b5liry. | 
' But now you wonder perttaps what is become of the Scripturesall this while , iftto which 
I reſolve my Faith ; why, 7 ſuppoſe, ( ſays the High-Church=Man ) no Man will ſaythat the 
Principle of the Scriptures ſufficrency and per ſpicuity does infer, that every Man at what time of 
bis life be pleaſes meerl by reading the Bible , can find ont of his own accord all things neceſſary to 
. Salvation,id paf;100.It he can read it, I queſtion not but he may ; if he cannot, he may as well 
truſt aLay-Man reading it ro him,as a Clergy-Man,or theTeſtimony of allLay-Men as well 2s 
of all.cheClergy : but og the High-Church-Man,l will not ſay abſolutely with the Papi/t that 
theScriptures arenot perſpicuous,nor ſufficient inſtructions toSalvation {but that they are not 
perſpicuous enough,nor ſufficient to AlMen,ſo jar Gur Ove can by reading find our all things 
neceſſary toSalvation ; but this is enough to diſrceditthe Scripture as defective and infufficient 
the better to bolſter up the Anthority of the Charch-Men, and their Traditions. | 
Next, from this laft Principle, 1 infer the needleſneſs + Reading them, by the moſt ignorant 
ſort ;, for if they cannot of their own-accord find out all things neceſſary to Salvation , 
maſt traſt the Church-Men for ſome , and if for ſome, they had as good truſt theri for all, 
_—— — dangerous to Err in one point neceſſary as in all ; and*'ſd they may ene lay 
by their Bibles. - | | 
The Chnrch being poſſeſtof ſo _ an Authority in the great Afairs of Religion, and 
in neceſſary Articles of Faith, it will next be pertinent to inquire, whether * circum- _ 
ſtances of Religion are determinable by any other but it ſelf, and whether the accidental ap-, 
pendages of forms and manners in ordine ad Spiritxalia ; may be Ordered and Appointed by 
any : why no fayes the High-Church-Man ; for chat Modern tontrivance of ſome State 
Flatterers who leave it te the Power of the Civil Magiſtrate 10 preſcribe the form and manner of 
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Church Government , will not be any means t0 quiet, but the reasyway to proniote. difſenfions in_the 

: Church - He aſſerts ®tis the ray way to Te Birth and Oritmal to a Plet, for the civil 
- | Magiftrat to ſuffer himſelf ro be flattercd into, an Opinion, that he may-appoint- what 
Church-Government he pleaſes : that is a thing forſooth without, his verg and cognizance ; 
the very form, Model and Partern of it is de jure djvimo vualterable.,, and *cis the fin of the 
Holy Ghoſt with the High-Church-Maa to diſlike and diſſent from it, much more. to 
- it down and ſet up 2nother : and therefore let not the Prince, ſays he, meddle with what he 

has nothing to do witha!, - y 

He indeed blames the Pope for aſſuming a juriſdiftion over the Biſhops and-:Clergy of all 

| the World, foraſnmwchas he bas nothing to do with any thing but what was ſubzet to the Re- 
. man Emperour ; and therefore for the Eafter;,-Church, he thinks the Pope. has no power 
over it : but yet he cannot and will not deny him his due, . the, Weſter» Church, and the 
Weſters Patriarchate ;' he owns him for his Caronical and Eccleſiaſtical Superior , and that 
- is an high Cheratter ; for Cauors are with him as Sacred and inviolable as Ged's own Laws, 
: being impoſed by ſo Revercd an Authority 2s a Coupcil aſſiſted by the Holy Ghoſt as he be- 
lieves : So that to the High Church-Man the 5iſhop of Rome 1s, tl.ough no more, Papa Noſtri 
- Orbzs, and we are not atall helped by his Uſcharging the Eaft trom Obedience to Rome , ſince 
we are Fettered by moſt irrefragable Canons to be tubject tro our Patriarch. 
He is no Enemy to Agricalzr Confeſſion, and between You and I, ſome times hears it ; and 


for Asſelxtion , he is apt to think it to be more then a Declaratory power : for every one may 


declare to auother that h's Sins are forgiven him,if he repents ; nay the Scriptures tell him ſo, 
and he may-tell himſelf fo : byt he believes ſuch a power of forgivenels in the Prieſt ; that the 
Penitents Sins are retained till it be aftually pronounced , fo that it is an ordinaxily neceſlary 
medium” and condition of forgiveneſs, though Croriue and other Learned Froteſtants admit 
of no ſuch thing, ' 

: Perhaps he favours Corporal puniſ:mert, as in its. Nature expiatory of ſm: I am ſure the 
Compilers of the Comminaticn Office do imprudeatiy.uſe the Word Penance thus ; 

In tbe Primitive Church —— - Such Perſons as ſteod Corvitted of Notorins Sin were put to 
Fenanceard puniſhed in this World, That therr Souls might be ſaved in the duy of the Lord: 

Zeſides the ordinary acceptation of 'rhe Word Penar.c for Corporal Funiſhme;;t, (which if it 
be put for Repentance, not one in an Hurdred knows ſo much,) the ſubjoyning theſe words 
immediately to it, 4rd puniſhed i this World takes the place look as if it fayoured the Opini- 
on of expiating -Sin-by Temporal puniſtunait, clpccially becauſe the reaſon ai:d end of* that 
puniſhmenc is immediately Aſſigned thus, That rcir Souls may be ſaved in the day of the Lord: 
I fay theſe wordsarc unwarily placed and capable of 2n evil Interpretation, and who knows 
what ill uſe an High-Church-Man may make of this hiat in order to favouring that Popsſh 
Dodtrine, of ſatisfying fcr Sins by Veluntery Fenal infflictions. 

The yeality of - Chrijſts Body being Spirirxally grven and receiyed in the Sacrament of the 
Euchariſt he openly evews; by the Word Spirzkal not meaning to take off the reality of his 
Freſence , but to ſhew the manner of it : So that Chriſt being really and Speriexally preſent 
theuzh'not Corporally cemes to thus much ;, that either Chriſt 1s preſent there without his 
Pody (which methinks is a little hard, to part him from that ) or his Bedy is preſent Spiri- 
ewally, that is, is a Spirtr;, for nothing can be preſent after another manuer then is agreea- 
ble aid :uctiable to its Nature ; but fo is not fpiritual Preſence to a Body, nor Corporial 
Preſence to a Spirit : However he will have it laid that Carilt is really Preſent , becauſe it 
helps towerds the Union he projects, which hc imagincs nay be founded on 2 verbal and wo- 
#iaithough not rec] agreement. 

Laſtly; He prayes with all his heart for the dead ; - there are ſeveral inſtances of this 
Print, Particularly in Biſhop A:dews devotio 1s : and this were it never fo harmleſs, yet be- 
canſe we have vo wzrrant from Scripture {oto do, and no knowledge ,of the middle ſtate of 
the Dcad, isa tond, afteted and {candalcus imitaticn of tle Komarſts , praying for Sculs in 
Prroatoy. 

Fi nd thus far our Reſermed Popiſt , for a Papiſt, he is not in the groſſeſt Notion; but ſure 
Iam, ſuch extravagant and affected Opiuions in ſome Members of our Church, and thoſe 
who acccunt themfſeives Her only true Genuine and Legitimate Sons and Children, gives 
greater advantage to foine Men to traduce the Church of Exgland as Popiſbly inclined , then 
Her Ceremonies and Service can do': though ti 1c Friaciples once known make ſuch umpreſ- 
ſen on Mens miunds that they arc-erer aitcr Þ:; ce ta ſulpect even the molt innocent and 
harmleſs things : and *cis a thing noralrogethcr impoſſible,that in a Revolution of times any 
Religions, ſuch Church-Ven fo prepared mig kt eztily prevail with them ſelves to ſtrain a litt? 
farcher; for the ſaxe of Sefcry, Profir, Aurbority aiid Honour. 
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